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'I 1£V. I'AHI KI. POST VS. THE EX-
piu:ss CO.llPAMliS.

Th J la*t of Iho four laige com¬

panies to acknowledge to Its stock¬
holders the conditions confronting the
compitnic ir. cxprt'SB transportation
is the Adams Express Company. It In¬
timates that a reduction in tho present
dividend rale of 12 per cent per annum

may hnvt to bo mudo.
The Wolla Fargo directors at Ihelr

F-rnlannual dl vUiend meeting early last
week declared the customary dividend

6 per cent-, but admonished the
i.tockholders that "a continuance of
that dividend rato may not to war¬

ranted" The American Express Cum-
puny lately lowered the pemlasinu.il
dividend of J per cent from transpor¬
tation proceeds to 2 per cent If that

company similarly reduces the 8 per
cent semiannual dividend out of other
Income at the March meeting, the stock
will be on an 8 per cent dividend basis,
is compared with the 18 per cent 11
JiS-s regularly paid for the last sevon
v care. The United StateB Express,
v. hich. up to that time, has been yield¬
ing dividends ut tho rate of 6 per cent
annually, bap paid none since tho fiscal
; oar l'.>12.

Since the Increase of the weiprht
limit of the parcel post servlc.o to twen-

ty pounds on August 15, tho small
cknge business of tho express coin-

panics has fallen off between 25 per (

erit and 32 por ocnt. according to the
W. 11 Street Journal. Beginning with
January. l'.M. th« parcel post weight!
limitation Is 1^ expand to fifty pounds
for first and second r.ono deliveries, and
in twenty pounds for all other '/.ones.
'j"h« two zones embrace u territory
wllhln radius of 150 miles Wo arc told
that the general expectation Is that
this expansion will develop tho so -

allefl local merchandise business for
the government service at the expense
or the o.press companies, which have
handled It until now. It should he
noted hero, however, that as distance jincreases' the margin of difference he-
fvirii the two set? r>? rates decreases,'
while In the fifth and sixth zones ex- I
I ress rates are actually lower than
parcel post rates. A twenty-pound par-
eel In ihe fifth '/one. Cn0-l,000 miles,
would erst IS cents lesn by express,
mid in the sixth zone. 1.000-1,400 miles,
it would cost SO cents lesfa.
On !.'> bruarv 1. the practically levrsl

reduction of 1C por cent of nil i: t>r-

.state rate schedules goes in! effect.
It Is estimated tlint as a result of this
change the revenues of the express
companies will be reduced by J'-i.OOO,-
000 or more, llow the companies will
bo affected i-' tirobleinatlcal Some, In¬
cluding members of tho Interstate Com-
aicrco Commission, are of opinion that
the reduced Interstate rates will on-
:ble th* ex pre. s companies to develop
a Iurr'- e.mount >i,f*new, business, prob¬
ably enough "Co 'Viffset the losses on
rates. .j]f the parcel po ; service !s Increased
to seventy-five pounds und then to 100
pounds, as contemplated by the ad-
ministration, It will only be o ques¬
tion of time, say some cypress authori¬
ties, until tho express- business "will
be seriously crippled and perhaps
forced to discontinue entirely." Mean¬
while, the express companies aro ciir-

4
tailing costs of . juration an largely
i:t possible Another year will givo a

cefinite 11 iie on the future of both car¬
rier eervlces, and determine whether
the government Is to occupy tho field
: lone.

Hore'i' a pretty bow -do. 'Die tax
f.'isos'ior:. 1.1 Haml.'t a County, (>, have
drcldeu tc place on tht ta c Me Psl
millions "f b* rs» nil jir'ipert not him
erto Included In the tax rcti : ..¦ Tb>y
have opened war on the members . f
Cincinnati's ey'l'is! vo set, and ara
using the . lety coi -j - of t'.ie lo-.iJ
newspaj eis as a medlurn by which lo
rjr termllM- I'J.-'t Jia 1"WI ! .1 i 1,
gr.'wur and fur1- r« <>. n« v! i the ».*in-
'..iiuiatl 40" They clipped the news-
p: p- :. i ep> rts of n re cj:t ball and noted
the jewels /. nd :*-i worn. They
i(r<: J' kit.:: '

- re :»»«.?-. x. and when the
(jr 5 «o: j (IO !).( rounds tiio

! ... Of .. !. I I t , '»ked to
. >. :be Je-.v< .il l.-ov «-f"l oil

,1 re). society col-
iii.>r f " to. w- a;., -s No beautl-

l:i. t....

Th'-y *".¦>' the o'¦ or11: iei t minted no
silver balf-doli i1 t >e .r, l« . :ti«e
tlnu were enough in the itry It
i. ay lie :-o, but i n ..iiii t prove It

' by vh

Three hundred ami two p. v s were

If.llJ 0: by -iiitomohiii it. N v. V
durine It wouhl lo intcre.-tlnf,'
10 see how the number* \.'ill de.llne i».
]!«!.{ If a fev.' of the murder.". rs are

jjent to the penitentiary
More than 2<,'..00 ji bbers w. .e »1

Jy cxecutod in tho pr< vm <.f
cht>en, Chlrifi, lfist year. J'.ut I-*r?->> ?ni
Vunh Mill t)>lr.!;s enough dangerous
xnen aro nllve to rteal his go"d name.

The man who v/as fined $lt> for tak¬
ing a r.oat on a ^<>.eet car probably
wlvhc/j they iz-ni Ma «oj.c

THE MHJISl.ATIVB OUTI.OOIC.
If the "Views of our Lflglslitor^

which wo have been printing on this
page, ilo not show unanimity as to tho
needs of tho Commonwealth thoy at
least give us some indication of cer¬
tain legislation wo may reasonably ex¬

pect
Analyzing tho replies of those mem¬

bers whose views we have published.
In is whose statements will

appear later, it appears to us that upon
nt least throe Important questions
there is promise of constructive legis¬
lation. These are:

1. Reform of our tax code.
T. Amendment of the prlum.ry law.
8. Adjustment of tho fee system,
it is fairly certain that we need not

anticipate the enactment of general tax
r< form laws at the regular session of
Assembly. Even those members who
agree with us that this Is the all-im¬
portant issue before the peoplo think
that in the crowded calendar of a

sixty-day session little time will be
found for the mature and deliberate
discussion of this Intricate subject.
There Is a general belief among leg¬

islators that tnx reform must be
worked out at an extra session of As¬
sembly, held perhaps, as Speaker Llvrd
has suggested, In the autumn of tlie
present year. Uut there Is much diver¬
gence of view as to what should be
done in the meantime. Some believe
another special commission will be of
service, others ndvocate public hear¬
ings in vai lous parts of the Common¬
wealth.
Our belief Is that the only bill which

the General Assembly will pass will
bo a bill which the General Assembly
has drawn. Consequently, we shall
udvocate tho appointment of a strong
Joint committee of the House and Sen¬
ate to hold hearings if they think best,
to call for expert opinion and to draft
a deflnlto bill as soon as possible. This
program, we have no doubt, will meet
with the approval of Governor-ISlect
Stuart, who must Issue the call for
the extra session.
The basis of tho new tax code, which

the people demand. Is even more uncer¬
tain. There appears to bn a remark¬
ably even division of opinion between
centralized assessment and separation.
a division similar to that in tho Assem¬
bly of 1912.
As we have often pointed out, this

division rests, In the vast majority of
eraser., on no other foundation than that
of loss or gain. Porno Delegates and
Senators, be It said to their credit, will
advocate any system of tax reform that
promises genuine and lasting relief;
others, in a determination to reflect
the will of their constituents rather
than tho will of the peoplo of Virginia,
will champion that system of reform
which benefits their county, and will
oppose any plan that will work hard¬
ship on the local taxpayers.

it Is useless to quarrel with these
men or to condemn their stand: human
nature is human nature.
Viewed in this light, then, the only

forecast of speclllc reform that can be
made is the very obvious otio that the
plan which will be most favored will
probably he that which benefits the
largest representation in the House and
Senate. Let us hope that from discus¬
sion mid study will bo evolved a plan
which will satisfy the majority ami yet
bring relief to those classes of prop¬
erty ami to those sections of the Statu
which are now bearing an unjust bur¬
den of taxation.
The outlook for amending tlic pri¬

mary law is bright. One by one our
legislators are coming to seo that the
only primary law worthy of the name
is one which will throw about party
elections the same safeguards that pro¬
tect general elections from fraud. It is
not loo much to say that many mein-
Ih-is of the House and Senate arc de¬
termined not only to strengthen the
primary law, hut to make our general
election law even more stringent. Those
who will give begrudging assent to
primary reform, "If wo are to h:tvo
primaries," aro few In number.

\\ e jiavo ueen |>ieascd to note that
the. modifications of the fee system pro¬
posed by The Times-Dispatch and other
paperB are meeting with very general
favor. There is a strong element ready
to act at once in the case of thoso of¬
ficers who are manifestly overpaid, and
to plaeo them without delay on a

salary basis. There is likewise general
evidence of a determination to pass

law giving the puldic the facts as
to the fees received by all officers.
Tho Times-Dispatch is hopeful that

.ht Assembly of 1 i)M may make for it-
.--¦..If noblo record of constructive ser¬
vice. Many of tho members are men
of high qualities and earnest purpose.
Uut a majority of them aro altogether
without ! glslativ© experience. This
me; ris that llf record of the Assembly
will largely depend upon Its leadcr-
r) li. Have we men who.se transparent
j,,,i,;, . v and tested ability will win
.ju, t t,1;ii,:e iic ;i ml th( support of new

i,i ,11 vc we vet. rans whose vls-
i I: on and whose IciealB are high?

tho answer to that question
i or- than upon any other considera¬
te ; will depend the record of the now
Assembly.

Alfred Noyi s consider, d by many the
f. t living 1 tritifh poet, visited
i,.e -rave ..f I'.dgar Allan I'oe, in Hai¬
ti ore, and placed a handsome wreath

M; tomb Standing there, he
1.1 "I em:' nl.'!' 1 *«»«> oriC of tile most

tl\i or American poets, lie is
. .¦!;, and securely among tlie lin-
mortals. I regard Kmerson as the
gieat' Si American poet, but l'oo ranks
:tl! equally as hlg.h, though quite in
au'itl . i way." And yet In Richmond
v.. I' fijst t«i preserve the only mo-j moi ia] we have of Poo, the old South-
ejn l. ierary Messenger building. When
tt eoine? to showing our appreciation

itir hrnond's Illustrious poet, wo, sit
c11:with hands folded.

A ? ew plea for Insanity was ud-
.. ,|m erj In the New York courts l-'rldny
v. r it was claimed that Mnrgnrot
Lima shot Meyer Simons bccauso she
had "movie mania." '1 he plea is a

moving one. to be sure, hut v.c fear
lit will be encouraged by the film j>ro-
' Aucers.

A VIRGINIA CI-ASSIO.
Not a little pride In taken by our

people in the latter-day prominence to
which Virginians nro attaining In the
Held of American literature. Thla Is
well In Itself. It Is a Just and a par¬
donable pride. Yot it Is frequently, by
suggestion at least, at the expense of
proper and deserved appreciation of
what is due Virginia authorship of the
past. Often its manifestation olther
implies comparison detrimental to the

| old school of Virginia authors or woe¬
ful ignorance of what they produced.
These reflections are prompted by a

contribution to the "News for Biblio¬
philes" column of the New York Na¬
tion. The writer deals In a general
way with the placo In literature of the
Randolphs, the Beverleys, the Stlths
and tho Munfords.all kin.but espe¬
cially with William Munford, and tho
translation of tlio Ilald of Homer by
that Virginia man of letters.

J his translation was made amid the
demands of many public duties, was
.completed about a month before the
translator's death, which occurred In
1S25, and was published by his widow
in 1S4G. of tho work Munford him¬
self wroto: <

"°w fnr T have succeeded In this
difficult enterprise, tho public will
judge, if not prevented from reading
this work by the prejudice unfortu¬
nately existing against American poe¬
try. 1 hope, howover. that some at
least of (ho lovers of Homer will not
be unwilling to behold their favorite
author arrayed In such various suits
of apparel as may be furnished bv
artists of different tastes. Pope lias
equipped him in tho fashionable style
of a modern line gentleman; Cowpcr
HI splays him, liko his own Ulvs.ses, In
"rap unseemly." or In tho uncouth
garb of a savapo. Surely, then, there
is room for nn effort to Introduce him
to the acquaintance of my countrymen
in the simple yet graceful arid vener¬
able costume of his own heroic times.

His Homer, however, was not Wil¬
liam Munford's only gift to the Vir¬
ginia literature of his period. Among
others, he "published at Richmond In
1708 'Poems and Compositions In Prose
on Several Occasions'.largely a trag¬
edy. 'Almoran and Harnct.' founded on

an Eastern tale of that namo; versions
of the Odes of Horace and metrical ver¬

sions of Osslan."
How many of the present generation

know aught of Munford's Homer, or of
tho works of other Virginia authors of
his and prior generations, which. In
the time and circumstances, consti¬
tuted a library of Virginia classics?
it Is not to the credit of our pride, our

literary appreciation and our concept
of scholarship that tho tributes to lot-
lers of these early writers, wherever
thoy still exist, lie Ignored, molder-
Ing, unopened and unexplolted on the
bookshelf. We fear that here 'tis all
too true applies:
Not oft at home doth genius brightly

shine.
No more than doth a jeem within the

mine.
In the case of Munford, the loss Is

more than one of pride. His Homer,
neglected though it has been for two
generations, will bear comparison In
'every way with the best efforts of the
world's masters. Ills versification Is
excellent, his appreciation of literary
values Is high, and his understanding

; of Homer is little short of remarkable,

j \\ e realize t'io greatness of tho claim
when we make U, hut Munford caught
tho spirit of the blind Hard of Chios

j as surely and as brilliantly as Edward
Kitzgerald caught the spirit of that old

j Persian bacchanalian. Omar Khayyam.
Especially Is this true of tho reinnrk-
able rendering of Homer's adjectives -

the real key to the beauty and the
spirit of tlie (Sreek. Compared with
Munford's graphic figures and shining
metaphors, tho tawdry version that
passes for Pope's seems as the work of
a schoolboy.

\.\OTIIER "SI'RVIVOR."
"The Inst survivor' of tho "ohl-tlmo

West" -ettirns to publicity, and to ine

j Kast so frequently that wo havo
ceased to number this army of veto.ana!
Wo have stopped reading of their < x-

ploits or giving them a second thought,
bev-md wonder that the West was ever

ja wilderness with this Immense popu¬
lation claiming to havo lived there for

| fifty years.
But from Colorado has corns back a

j'pioneer' whoso story, if true. Is In-
terestlng. This worthy boasts the namo
of "Rocky Mountain Vie," and he claims
to havo been the last man to loavo Cus¬
ter's troop before It was massacred.
This, however, Is unimportant.
M hat struck us In the narrative of

'lie long-named ranger was his calm
report that ho forsook tho government
service and became a professional buf¬
falo-hunter because the hides of the
prairie king wore selling at the
"fabulous pricc" of $2.7f> each. Dur¬
ing a single year. Rocky Mountain Vic-
declares that he killed r.,000 buffaloes.

fail you believe it ? Can you even

bring yourself to the point whore^you
will even try to believe it? And yet,
'here are scores of reputable authori¬
ties who declare tho story not Irn-
pi obublc.

The best proof that Secretary Bryan
is making good la that the public has
ceased to laugh when the paragruphers
poke fun at him.

W hen nil Is said and done, we are

prepared to defend Richmond rain as
the most wetting in the. world. And
isn't that what rain is for?

If there Is so much suffrage onthusi-
<sm In tho ranks, why not lot General
Rosalie Jones and her army carry a

suffrage petition up and down the Mex¬
ican boundary line?

A rainy Sunday Is one of those days
when a man can fuliil tho Scotch min¬
ister's definition of humility, "feeling
as If your best friend died in the
morning, the bank failed at noon, and
all vour kin came to visit you at
night."

About the most expensive gin a
state over received was $1,200 a leg¬
islator returned t]), North, because he
had been unable to attend to'liis duties
on nccount of sickness. I^ok for his
namo on tho next list of candidates for
fat jobs.

Views of the
Virginia Editors

Trjlnj! to Pick the Winner.
When one reads the Baltimore papersund all things published of the ad¬

vantages und facilities which make Bal¬
timore the proper location for tho pro¬posed government armor plato mil*then one is led to think Baltimore
the only place.

Hut then you may road In TheTlirios-Dlspatch that Richmond has.
everything that Baltimore has and
some other fine points beside.

Well, the truth Is Richmond has one
other fine point which we really bo-
liuve would get her the mill. If she
would only recognize and push that
point for all It Is worth
That point Is Westpolnt.With our limited experience in wire¬

pulling. we cannot expect to competoin exerting influence at Washingtonalongside of such skilled old dames
as Baltimore ami Richmond, but "ln-flucnce" and "pull" are not as effectiveunder the Wilson administration ns.they were snld to bo under Republicanrule. We have all the requirementsj right here In Westpolnt. Wo could
save the povernment f 100.000 on thepurchase of a site to bepln with, andin transportation, overhead chartsnnd the like, nearly as great an amounteach year.
To secure a site for so Inrge a plant

near Baltimore and on deep water Itwould have to he located so far downthe bay that It would be half-wayto Westpolnt anyway, and RichmondJ would heve the mill nearer Iter cityline, at Westpolnt, than If located at
anv suitable site on the James River.Perhaps our play Is to boost bothBaltimore and Richmond. with the hopethat the claims e« each will be so
stronir that the other cannot win. and
we could reasonably expect both to,turn their Influence in our behalf, foralready we are the strongest link Inthe commerelal chain which binds|t!i"se two 1-ndlng cities of the South..

j Westpolnt News.

I.on 11 ShnrkK.
People win. loan money are entitledto fair return, und people who areforced to borrow when they haveneither credit nor collateral enn hard¬ly expect ns ailvantapemis terms nsother loans, but there Is a limit at.which the human conscience mierhtstop, and tho most rapacious loanJ shark quit
A sci ub- woman at police headquar¬ters told tho chief of police of bor¬rowing ?20 two or three years npo.She hnd receipts for $7K paid on thatloan, and there was still $13 of thodebt remaining. In other words shehail paid $70 and potten the originaldebt reduced ?7. Chief Klz«-r request¬ed a lawyer to look Into the matter,and he soon returned with a checkfor (2P.90 for tho old woman, whichthe loan people promptly gave up whenconfronted by legal proceedings.There Is nothing right about thatsort of. business. That Is an oppres¬sion of the |oci that has no place Inhumane and civilized society. Thereshould be a law, and that law soenforced ns to make such cases Im¬possible. and the return of any partof the money no release from lopalprosecution..Norfolk Lodger-Dispatch.

A Higher Sfnndiird for \ormnl Col¬
leges.

The extraordinary pressure or. theState's treasury for appropriations bydepartments and institutions, as shownby the appeals put forth before the
Finance Committee of the Senate InRichmond last week, would, if allowed,altogether swamp the treasury.The heaviest demands that came to
yur attention were those of our newlyestablished female normal collepes.Arproprlatlrus for their benefit have
within reasonable bounds always been
regarded by the County News with
favor. It favored the increase of the
number of female schools to four, the
number of State Institutions for men.
It Is hard for us to recopnl/.e the
merits of their claims, however. In
view of the widespread wish lizard for
an Institution for women. In connec¬
tion with our State university, to sup¬ply women with hlpher education.
What are theso institutions doing?
They have a very larpe number of
students who are not tliero studying to
become teachers. What are they being
taught? When we last investigated
the subject the old Institution at Farm-
vllle taught many what an < rdlnary
graded school was expected to supply.
The sum almost any one of tho new

normal colleges asks for buildings and
endowments from the incoming Legls-
lature exceeds $100,000.
The General Assembly should take

steps to enforce a standard of en-
trance requirements above that of tho
graded schools, and while having these

j institutions instruct In normal course,
make them besides become competitors
with such institutions as Randolph-
Macon Woman's College at Lynchburg
in opportunities furnished women;j otherwise the appropriations for them
should be very moderate.
The people of Virginia are. wo nre

satisfied, willing to pay liberally to1
educate competent teachers, and to af-
ford hlpher education for women, but
they arc not willing to pour out a
Sl'fi.OOU appropriation to furnish insti¬
tutions largely devoted to finishing off
girls' education In a perfunctory man-
li'-r. Are they not now nsked so to

j ,lo?.Lexington News.

Murr ..Hirer.''
"Suffragists C.et Little Comfort

From President.".Headline in the es¬
teemed (frequently) /tlchmoml Tlmes-
l>lspatch. How nice of him! But he1 m In lit have added a quilt and a pair
of blankets after his cold reception..
Halifax Gazette.

A Iloont From the South it est.
Big Stone (lap can boast of lots of

things, and one of these Is the finest
Masonic lodpe-rootn in the State, the
city of Richt. md not excepted..Big
Stone Gap Post.

He Know*.
Allah. Christ, Brahma, God, Creator

Thou,
Known In a thousand ways,
By thousand tongues, does braggart

praise
Of what we deem tho right.
Our blame for those who will not see
The path that we feel leads to Thee
Bring to Thee. I.ord, delight?
Ah, no, for what do creed and doctrine

mean?
And who can say which ro:ld is best?
I want no medium between
My Maker and myself.
He knows the doubt that comes bystealt h.
The faith that follows conflict, and
llo sendest rest.

F. AMELIA HOFFMAN.Statosvllle, N. C.

Abe Martin

Nearly over' day we meet some fel¬ler who moved t' Florldy once. It
seems like it's Jest Impossible fer agirl t' git thro' life without wastln' acertain amount o' time on tsomo hand-
BOIUU fOOl.

SPEAKING OF EUGENICS.WHY NOT HAVE A SECRETARY
OF PHYSICAL CULTURE.

By John T. McCutcheon.
lOstifricKt. UH4 Hi tuuo 1. Un.uiiiuMii

"Say, gent». I move toe give boxing tournaments in the congrestional library, and the motion roei. «ee/"

Views of Our Legislators onVirginia's Needs
Measures Which Will Be Urged in the General Assembly

The Times-Dispatch has addressed to the members of the coming General Assembly a request fortheir views on a number of important questions that will come beloro them. In these columns we printfrom day to day the answers members have forwarded.

Quentloiin for Our Lrfclnlntorn.
1 Are you in favor of making fraud

in elections u felony?
2. Do you favor effective laws pro¬

hibiting and ounlshing attempts to con¬

trol voters by paying their poll taxes
for them?

8. Do you believe that the Judges
and clerks of primary elections should
he appointed by party committees or
In the manner provided by the laws
governing general elections?

4. Aro you In favor of taking away
from party committees the power to
decide contested primary election caser.,
and placing said contests In the courts,
where witnesses can be compelled to

O. It. Stenrnr-M, of Ronnoke.
In nothing has the leadership of The

Times-Dispatch, in the cause, of pro-
gressivo Democracy, (iliown to better
advantage than in its efforts for elec-
toral reform In Virginia, nor has a.:
greater service than this been rendered
the State in recent years. Your views,
ar I understand them, are substanti¬
ally embodied in the first five questions
which you have recently propounded
to members of the Incoming Legisla¬
ture, which 1 very gladly answer In
the affirmative.
Passing by your eighth and sixth

question for the moment, which are

undoubtedly of the first importance, I
reply "Yea" to your seventh, ninth,
tenth and eleventh question, also.
However, there are a number of other

problems bearing upon the work of
the Legislature of 1914. which are of
more than passing interest and im¬
portance. but which cannot be dis¬
cussed within the limits of a com¬
munication of this kind.
My views, In reply to your eighth

question, are embodied in an article
which I gave to the local press on

August 30 last, in which I said: "The
fee system has come down to us as
the result of the working of our coun-
ly, city and State plan of government
through the years past, nnd any revo-
lutionary move, like abolishing it al-
together, in tlie light of Inaccurate
information and heresay reports as to
the leal conditions, would be hasty and
illndvlsed. Some State fees are ad¬
mittedly burdensome, and others are,
no doubt, a hardship to Individual In¬
terests. These should bo reduced in
some cases and abolished in others,
We are told that 'the laborer Is
worthy of his hire,' and T certainly
do not believe in being penurlou» in

public matters. It should not be for¬
gotten that some of our officials are

Inadequately paid, as others are great¬
ly overpaid. All excess of fees over
and above a fair and reasonable com¬
pensation, should be turned Into the
treasury, not always of the State, per¬
haps, but often of the city or county
concerned.''
Your leading editorial of September

1, 191-3. entitled "Freeing LTa of Fees,"
meets with my hearty approval, and I
agree with you as to the method of
procedure, as outlined in said editorial
as follows:

"1. Lot us got accurate and full
Information regarding the gross and
net return from e.very ofllce paid In
whole or In part by fees. To accomp¬
lish thin, we must pass a resolution
similar to that Introduced by Senator
West In tho last Assembly, but wo
must make this mandatory, under prop.
«r sanction, must inako It apply to all,

attend, and where falsi* swearing may i
ti . punished as perjury?

f>. Are you In favor of a law pro-
hiblting the Judges and clerks from
using their Influence at the polls for;
or against any candidates at genera!
and primary elections?

C. What, In your opinion, is the solu-
tion of the tax question.do you favor
segregation or a central board of equal-
l/.at len?

7 Do you favor the enacting of nd-
ditlonnl legislation facilitating the col-
lection of the $1,616,-142.90 delinquent
poll taxes now overdue three years, ex¬
empting delinquents whose Income Ik
less than 550 per month.

8. Do you favor any change In the
fee system? If bo, do you think it

nnd should require an audit by the
Stnte Accountant of nil fee books.

"2. In the meantime, nnd while full
information Is being gathered, let us
reform those scattered ofllces where the
fees are notoriously in excess of a
proper return.such ofllces as tho3e of
the city sergeants, the clerks of cer¬
tain courts and the like.

"3. After the effects of this havo
been tried, nnd after we havo evidence
from the whole State based upon the
¦ < ports of all officers receiving fees,
let us require that all fees In excess
of amounts designated by the As-
seinlily be paid into tIto treasury."

Permit me to reply to your question
No. 6, by quoting from n statement!
I gave tho local press on September 11.
as follows: "The largest and most im¬
portant questions, however, which con¬
front the Incoming Legislature, centre
arcund the various problems of finatu.u
and tax reform, which more and more
lire pressing for solution. No more
vital or difficult problems have con¬
fronted the Legislature In a long while
than those centring around tax equal¬
ization and segregation. The Times-
Dlspatch, in its leading editorial of
July 30, in discussing Mr. Byrd's ad¬
dress before the Stati- Bar Association,
nays: "Segregation, lie (i. e. Mr. Byrd)
says, is but the means to the end. and
means which are beyond the reach of
Virginia at this time; equalization
must be had before segregation is
possible.' 'Though we are willing to
give Mr. Moore and the other advo¬
cates of segregation a full hearing,
ant" would gladly approve any practi¬
cal system they might propose, The
Times-Dispatch agrees with Mr. Byrd.'
With all due respect to The Tinies-
Dinpatch and to Mr. Byrd, I do not
ag/ee with them in the above. 1 sub¬
mit that segregation is not the means
to the end. any more than equalization
i» the means to the end, nor do I be-
ISece that equalization must be had be-
tore segregation is possible, not do I
believe that segregation is beyond the
»each of Virginia at this time; But if
the Legislature of 191-1 goes resolutely
at it, and keeps at It. n work of far-
reaching moment nnd relief to the lax-
payers of Virginia can be accomplished
at this time.

"It is but proper for me to say that
1 havo a plan which I shall embody
In a series of bills, which differs in
essential particulars from any that 1
havo seen, which, If no hotter is pro¬
posed. I shall offer at tho proper tlmp.
I am In hopes, however, by tho time'
tho Legislature convenes, some one will
bring forward a plan eo admittedly
feasible and so free from tho objec¬
tions that liavo boon generally raised
to thouo proposed so far, that publlo

ought to bo entirely abolished or modi¬
fied bo as 'o require all fee oftleera to
pn> Into the public treasury all fees
collected by them ovi'i and above cer¬
tain fixed. Just compensation.

it. Are you In favor of u law re¬
quiring all persona employed to Influ¬
ence legislation to register with the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, stat¬
ing by whom employed and paid and
the amount of their compensation?

10. Are you In favor of having open
^sjlons of all legislative committees?

11. Are you in favor of electing
Si:<te delegates to the national conven¬
ts. n at o primary election?

12. Arc there any other question*
uj on which you desira to express your
opinion?

sentiment will at once crystallize
around It.

"So far, however, failure of public
sentiment to crystallize around any
definite plan of reform of tho Too (sys¬
tem, as well as of the vurlous plans
proposed for tax equalization and seg-
r* oration Is most manifest. My desiw
i* to go to Richmond In January In
the mind to deal with these problems
as tho combined Judgment and wisdom
of the legislators may dictate.
"To expect the Legislature of 1914

to adequately and fully deal with tho
many and varied problems of taxa¬
tion. finance, etc., that are pressing for
solution, and tlo Its other necessary
work In a sixty-day session. Is an am¬
bitious program, indeed. Let us hopo,
however, that a start, at least, will
havo been made In the solution ef these
questions."

Queries^and Answers
I.a Viilllcre.

I'lensc give the pronunciation of "la
vallierc," and tell me what the word
meanx. MRS. J. T. R.

ft is an ornament for the neck, con¬
sidered to be named for Louise F~an-
cois <le la Flaume la Blanc. Duchesse de
la Valliere. a personage of tJie court
of Louis XIV. The name "Nn Vallier"
is borne by several families now In
Fiance, and the pronunciation Is la
(like the first two letters in lack); val
as in the ISngllsh "valley": ly-a as in
"lay." The accent is on val." Your
form, with the final "e." Is pronoun -ed
In the same way, except the last sylla-
ble is "air" instead of "a." This would
be about as clone to the proper pro¬nunciation as unmarked English letters
can show.

Table 1 *nge.
When they are served on individual

dishes, does one eat Kngll»h p' as and
stewed tomatoes with a spoon or a
fork? Is it better to leave knife and
fork on plate when It Is "passed," or
to hold them In tho hand?

A. C. M.
Tnblo etiquette may scarcely bo said

to oxlsl where there is no service and
the diners need to help themselves.
You would do bettor to use a fork for
the peas and tomatoes, and common
sense would suggest retnlnlng the knife
and fork when n pinto is passed,, as
you, by this method, save tho possi¬
bility of their being dropped.

1 . <.J3

YOII can start tho New Year right
by opening a Savings Account with this
strong baitk. 3 per cent Interest In
paid and posltjvo safety assured to
each depositor:

National State and City Bank
Capital and Surplus, 81,000,000*


